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MINUTES OF THE 18th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF NETTLEHAM WOODLAND TRUST
HELD MONDAY 23RD JUNE 2025, 7.00pm 
IN THE PICNIC GLADE, MONKS WOOD, ASHING LANE NATURE RESERVE, DUNHOLME

PRESENT: Su Colman, Susie Mendel, Helen Loving, Ann Newborough, Clare Hauton, Chrissy Johnson, Julia Ambrose, Chris Williams, Simon Akers, Alison Wright, Barbara Pickering, Charles Pickering, Micky Watson, Inga Gvaramadze, Ben, a regular dog walker spontaneously joined the meeting

1. WELCOME BY THE CHAIRMAN & INTRODUCTIONS
The chairman welcomed everyone to the AGM on a rather windy, but dry, evening.  Everyone present introduced themselves

2. APOLOGIES: Graham Reeve, Sara Bright

3. MINUTES OF THE 17TH AGM, 24TH JUNE 2024, circulated in advance – approved and signed by Chairman
      	Matters arising - None
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Chris Williams (circulated in advance & attached to the minutes)
At the end of his report, Chris commented that NWT would celebrate its 20th anniversary/ birthday on Sunday 20th September 2026.  We hope we can have a picnic in Monks Wood to celebrate.
Points arising from Chairman’s report – None.  Chris was thanked for his report

5. TREASURER’S REPORT – Julia Ambrose (circulated in advance & attached to the minutes)
Points arising from Treasurer’s report – None. Julia was thanked for her work on the reports and her hard work as Treasurer throughout the year.

6. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON
As is our custom, Chris stood down and this year Susie Mendel took the chair.
Susie commented that Chris took over the chairmanship of NWT in January 2011, 14½ years ago.  Throughout he has been committed, dedicated and hands-on.  He has always been supportive to other committee members, ready to advise and assist.  We have been very fortunate to have Chris as our chairman and we thank him. Chris indicated that he would like to continue as chairman for another year.  There were no other nominations.

Nominee: Chris Williams
Proposed by: Susie Mendel
Seconded by: Ann Newborough
All voted in favour
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7. ELECTION OF SECRETARY
Nominee: Su Colman
Proposed by: Susie Mendel
Seconded by: Chrissy Johnson
All voted in favour

8. ELECTION OF TREASURER 
Nominee: Julia Ambrose
Proposed by: Clare Hauton
Seconded by: Chrissy Johnson
All voted in favour

9. ELECTION OF OTHER TRUSTEES, ASSOCIATE MEMBERS & DIRECTOR

i.  OTHER TRUSTEES:  Susie Mendel, Sara Bright, Clare Hauton, Graham Reeve
	Proposed by: Chris Williams
	Seconded by: Julia Ambrose

ii. ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:: Ann Newborough, Chrissy Johnson, Kyle Savage, Inga Gvaramadze 
	Proposed by: Susie Mendel
	Seconded by: Julia Ambrose

· NOTE: We hoped that by June 2025 NWT would have become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  Unfortunately, the formalities have still not been approved by the Charity Commission. Therefore, for the time being, we continue as a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee.
iii. RETIREMENT AND RE-APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR: Julia Ambrose
The directors take it in turns to retire and be re-elected.  This year is was Julia’s turn
	
Re-election of Julia Ambrose proposed by: Chris Williams
	Seconded by: Chrissy Johnson

10.  ANY OTHER FORMAL AGM BUSINESS – None 

11.  ANY OTHER NWT BUSINESS
· On 18th June Charles Pickering, Su and Chris had met two Forestry England (FE) reps., Alex from Stafford and the local project leader, Issy Mason-Powers from Newark and also Dominika Murinova from the East Mercia Rivers Trust to discuss the development of Mickleholme land.  Regarding the Middle Beck running between Coop Wood and their land, FE are planning more scrapes to help with flooding in heavy rain in ‘the Reasby corner’. Apparently, they have to keep 20% of open land
· Regarding the orienteering week in July, Chris said that Monks Abbey school had had to pull out because the cost of hiring a coach to bring the children to and from ALNR was over £700; far too much even with our contribution of £100.  Nettleham juniors might be able to step in
· Micky Watson asked about the footpath diversion from Pickerings Meadow to Green Lane.  LWT’s Dave Bromwich had said there was one person who had objected to the diversion, saying he had a right to walk his dogs across the Meadow.  Although approved by the council, at the moment, the diversion plans are stuck
2.
· Helen Loving asked about the proposed solar farm nearby.  It was not thought it would have any effect on ALNR
· Volunteer days.  Any new volunteers were asked to give their contact details to Su who would inform them of future work mornings
· Formative pruning of oak trees for future use by Lincoln cathedral is ongoing
· Julia noted that some of the ash which had been cut down due to the ash disease Hymenoscyphus fraximeus was regrowing and had self-seeded and looked healthy. [Ash disease was first recorded in Monks Wood in 2012; in 2014 we were given a grant of £7,000 from the Forestry Commission to remove all affected ash and replant with other species; 3000 new trees, chosen by our woodland advisor Rod Newborough, were planted – alder, aspen, sweet chestnut, downy and common birch and black walnut] 
· The next committee meeting will be on Thursday 24th July at 7pm at Chris’s house

12.  CLOSE OF AGM.  There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm

Susie was thanked for bringing the refreshments; Ann and Julia were especially thanked for bringing two delicious cakes.






------------------------------                            ----------------------
Chairman                                                          Date

Minutes taken by Susie Mendel	
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